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UM MOOT COURT TEAM TAKES THIRD IN NATIONAL COMPETITION 
MISSOULA --
Three University of Montana law students made a strong 
showing in national moot court competition in New York City, 
placing third.
The team -- Cynthia Smith and Patricia Peterman of Missoula 
and Rebekah French of Great Falls -- won four rounds of national 
competition before losing to Emery University in the semifinals 
Thursday, Feb. 1, UM law school Dean Martin Burke said.
Burke said it was "a remarkable achievement" for the team to 
place in the top four teams in a competition which initially 
included about 175 U.S. law schools. In the past 10 years, UM 
teams have reached the national moot court competition eight 
times, he said. This year's team fared better in the nationals 
than any UM team since 1981, when UM came in first, he said.
Team members were accompanied to New York City by their 
coach, Missoula attorney Sharon Snyder, and Bari Burke, associate 
dean of the law school.
In moot court competition, third-year law students hone 
their legal skills by taking sides in a simulated U.S. Supreme 
Court case, presenting written briefs and oral arguments.
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